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AELP Member Meetings - SIGs  and Sector Forums

AELP’s Special Interest Groups (SIGs) and Sector Forums meet between 3 
and 6 times a year providing AELP Members with the opportunity to discuss 
current and future issues, specifically affecting identified industrial or 
occupational sectors or special interests.

Sponsorship @ £3,500 + VAT per annum (12-month commitment per 
meeting required)  

These half-day member meetings facilitate a flow of information between the AELP executive 
and the wider membership, ensuring that the executive is as fully informed as possible 
on sector-specific issues to inform overall policy and thinking.  Additionally, they provide 
members with the opportunity to hear first-hand from the executive about issues that may 
impact upon their sector interests.  The SIGs and Sector Forums aim to lead thinking on the 
development of AELP policy with regard to its sector specific issues. They help spread good 
practice amongst members, stimulate new thinking and new ways of working, and allow for 
networks of professionals to be built up to support excellence in provision. 

Sector Forums

Business Services and Management (SOLD)
Construction (SOLD)
Creative and Design
Digital and IT
Employer
Engineering, Manufacturing and Automotive
Financial, Accountancy and Legal
Hair and Beauty
Health, Social Care and Early Years (SOLD)
Hospitality and Catering
Land-based Industries
Logistics and Transport
Sport and Recreation

Special Interest Groups (SIGs)

Functional Skills
Technical and Professional Education
Third Sector (SOLD)
EPAOs
International
Higher Skills and Degree Apprenticeships
Schools and Education Foundation
Neurodiversity

Sponsorship Package

 » Sponsor’s brand on all member 
communications to include; website, 
agenda, feedback form etc.

 » Sponsor speaker slot and input into 
the agenda

 » 2 x personnel to attend the meetings 
and distribute sponsor literature 

 » 3 x HTML e-shots over the annual 
sponsorship period to the AELP 
membership

 » 3 x A4 display advertisements in AELP’s 
Insider

 » Scope to host subsequent themed 
meetings subject to AELP member 
demand
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Benefits Include

 » 2 x complimentary places at the AELP National Conference and Gala Dinner

 » 2 x complimentary places at the AELP Autumn Conference

 » Organisation profile in the dedicated Patrons’ section of the website

 » 3 x complimentary adverts in Insider per annum

 » 3 x complimentary e-shots to the entire AELP network (circa 3,000 contacts)

 » 4 x complimentary webinar sessions in addition to AELP member exclusive webinars

 » Quarterly think pieces on the AELP website

 » Patron annual lunch with AELP’s Chair and CEO

 » Patron VIP event with a high-profile guest speaker

 » Patron branding on key on-line and printed publications including Countdown, Insider 
and the National Conference Programme Guides

 » 15% discount on event sponsorship, exhibiting and advertising (excludes the AELP 
National Conference)

 » 20% discount on exhibitor fees at the AELP National Conference

AELP Patronage

The AELP Patrons Scheme is open to all AELP members and is 
for any organisation who wish to engage with us at a higher 
level.  AELP commits to raising our Patrons’ profiles to the 
membership, other stakeholders and AELP media outlets.  

Patronage costs just £10,000 + VAT and is in addition to your AELP annual 
membership fee

Our Current Patrons 
  

AELP 
PATRON
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AELP CEO Update Webinars

Every month, AELP CEO Mark Dawe provides a full analysis 
of the key skills and employment issues exclusively for 
AELP Members in an hour-long complimentary webinar.

Sponsorship from £1,000 + VAT for one webinar or £10,000 + VAT for a 
12-month sponsorship package

Details

Featuring intelligence gathered 
from almost daily conversations 
with senior government and funding 
agency officials, members get the 
inside track from Mark on what is 
really going on.

The commentary aims to help guide 
providers on their strategic planning 
and to look out for any opportunities or 
potholes on the road ahead. 

Members also have the chance to 
submit questions live during the webinar 
and to receive an instant response. 

These webinars are very popular and 
feedback tells us are highly valued by 
Members.

Package

Co-branding on

 » The webinar listing on the AELP 
website

 » The registration page (hosted by 
Logmein) and confirmation of booking 
emails

 » The webinar email alerts – sent to over 
4700 contacts

 » Articles in Countdown

 » Social media posts – LinkedIn and 
Twitter

 » The webinar presentation title and 
closing slides

 » Sponsor slide at the end of the 
webinar presentation

Additional benefits

 » A copy of each of the sponsored 
webinar attendance lists in advance 
(note this includes names, job titles 
and organisations but will not include 
contact information)

 » A copy of the attendance list with 
contact details after the webinar with 
contacts that opt-in to give the sponsor 
their details

 » 2 x FOC places on another webinar 
session (of your choice) delivered 
by AELP but not sponsored by the 
webinar sponsor
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AELP Commercial Webinars

Alongside our events, AELP frequently deliver one-
hour webinars which offer attendees the opportunity to 
listen to the latest news and sector developments from the comfort of 
their own office.  We deliver at least 6-8 per month covering a vast range 
of topics but are also able to offer organisations the opportunity to sponsor 
and deliver a webinar to our membership base and the wider sector.

Commercial webinar sponsorship from £2,995 + VAT
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Details

Our substantial investment in our 
webinar system enables us to manage 
high quality live webinars with 
dedicated and experienced staff and 
deliver up to 1,000 attendees at any 
one time.

The system is interactive and includes 
the option to conduct live polls, use a 
whiteboard and to respond to attendee 
questions during delivery to ensure 
lively and compelling sessions.

The system also provides the facility 
to measure participant attendance 
including; registrations, log-ins (including 
the time), drop-outs/duration of 
attendance and feedback.

With a simple access system and an 
easy registration process together with 
a number of reminders, we can ensure 
attendees do not miss the date. 

Technical support is also provided to 
any attendee experiencing technical 
difficulties with their own equipment but 
as all webinars are recorded, if due to 
unforeseen circumstances a participant 
is unable to log-in, the facility to 
download the recording, presentations 
slides and supporting materials is 
available post-webinar. 

Participants can join the webinar 
from virtually any location and have 
the option to dial-in via telephone or 
participate using an audio speaker 
facility on their laptop/PC.

Package

 » Sponsor’s logo to be included on the 
main AELP site - linking to your website

 » Sponsor’s logo to be featured on the 
etouches booking site - linking to your 
website

 » Sponsor’s logo to be featured on the 
webinar system (GoToWebinar) site

 » Sponsor’s logo to be featured in a 
Countdown article - linking to your 
website

 » Sponsor’s logo to be featured on 
email alerts - sent out to circa 15,000 
contacts

 » 2 x complimentary places on the 
webinar

 » Inclusion of one slide in the webinar 
presentation with information about 
your organisation

 » Sponsor logo featured on the webinar 
presentation slides

 » Co-branded tweets on social media 
posts - Twitter and LinkedIn

 » Attendee list provided post webinar to 
include the contact details of delegates 
that opt-in to pass their details to 
sponsor
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AELP Spring Conference

The annual AELP Spring Conference continues to 
grow in size and popularity and our successful 
format of up to 24 workshops delivered across 
one day, enables providers to drill down into 
subjects that offer growth opportunities.

Details

Our Spring Conference workshop presenters are a great mix of frontline 
programme deliverers and officials from government departments and agencies 
guaranteeing delegates top tips and the most up-to-date information to support 
strategic planning.  

With 4 workshop sessions, covering up to 24 different topics means there is something 
for everyone.  

Delegates attend up to 4 workshops each or with additional attendees from the same 
organisation, take advantage not only of the number of workshops offered during one 
day, but also benefit from the special AELP Spring Conference offer of ‘Buy two places, 
get one free’.

The conference also offers great networking opportunities for all attendees.
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Packages

The AELP Spring Conference offers sponsorship and exhibitor opportunities for 
organisations wishing to promote new products and/or services, increase brand 
recognition, engage with existing customers or just to network with learning 
providers operating within the employability and learning and skills sectors.

Sponsorship

Headline Sponsor - NCFE SOLD

Conference Registration Sponsor SOLD
£3,500 + VAT

Workshops Sponsor SOLD
£4,995 + VAT

Conference App Sponsor SOLD
£4,995 + VAT

Conference App Advert (not exclusive - multiple available)
£495.00 + VAT

Exhibitor Opportunities

£750.00 + VAT

AELP Associate members receive a 10% discount to exhibit and our Patrons benefit from 
a 15% discount.

Includes: 

 » 3x3 exhibition stand space (please note: this is not 3m in length - space is suitable for a 
3x3 panel pop up display only) 

 » 2 x stand contacts

 » Provision of furniture (table and 2 chairs) access to power and wi-fi

 » Complimentary access to the workshops

 » Exhibitor profile on the Spring Conference website with a hyperlink to your homepage

Often sold out, the Spring Conference exhibition has limited spaces which are 
offered on a first come, first served-basis.
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AELP Annual Colleges 
Summit

As part of our commitment and to support the growing number of HEIs, 
AELP hold an Annual Summit which is exclusive to our College members.

Summit Sponsorship @ £5,995 + VAT

Details

The number of HEIs in the market 
place and in membership has grown 
significantly and AELP recognises the 
need to support these members and 
the different challenges they face.  

The Annual Summit includes:

 » Updates from DfE in regards to policy 
development specifically for higher/
degree programmes

 » Updates on the IfA including standards 
development and approval 

 » Updates on current apprenticeship 
funding, the wider reforms and what lies 
ahead in terms of contracting, funding 
and rules

 » Examples of collaborations between 
HEIs and providers

 » Introduction to third party organisations 
offering products and services such as 
LMI data services and established and 
recognised ePortfolios, EPA services and 
Learning Management Systems

 » An opportunity for HEIs to feed in their 
key challenges and concerns to help 
define AELP policy position in regards to 
lobbying priorities

The Summit also offers the 
opportunity to network with other 
institutions and concludes with an 
informal drinks reception.

Summit Sponsor Package

An exclusive opportunity to 
Headline our annual College Summit 
and consists of:

 » Sponsor’s logo included in all pre-
summit publicity and promotion

 » Sponsor’s logo prominently displayed 
on-site

 » Main plenary speaker slot

 » 2 x complimentary delegate places

 » Sponsor branded delegate badges and 
lanyards

 » A 3-minute welcome to the post-
Summit Drinks Reception

 » A copy of the attendee list provided 
post-Summit

 » Exhibition slot
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AELP Annual Universities 
Summit

As part of our commitment and to support the growing number of HEIs, 
AELP hold an Annual Summit which is exclusive to our University members.

Summit Sponsorship @ £5,995 + VAT

Details

The number of HEIs in the market 
place and in membership has grown 
significantly and AELP recognises the 
need to support these members and 
the different challenges they face.  

The Annual Summit includes:

 » Updates from DfE in regards to policy 
development specifically for higher/
degree programmes

 » Updates on the IfA including standards 
development and approval 

 » Updates on current apprenticeship 
funding, the wider reforms and what lies 
ahead in terms of contracting, funding 
and rules

 » Examples of collaborations between 
HEIs and providers

 » Introduction to third party organisations 
offering products and services such as 
LMI data services and established and 
recognised ePortfolios, EPA services and 
Learning Management Systems

 » An opportunity for HEIs to feed in their 
key challenges and concerns to help 
define AELP policy position in regards to 
lobbying priorities

The Summit also offers the 
opportunity to network with other 
institutions and concludes with an 
informal drinks reception.

Summit Sponsor Package

An exclusive opportunity to 
Headline our annual Universities 
Summit and consists of:

 » Sponsor’s logo included in all pre-
summit publicity and promotion

 » Sponsor’s logo prominently displayed 
on-site

 » Main plenary speaker slot

 » 2 x complimentary delegate places

 » Sponsor branded delegate badges and 
lanyards

 » A 3-minute welcome to the post-
Summit Drinks Reception

 » A copy of the attendee list provided 
post-Summit

 » Exhibition slot
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AELP National Conference

The AELP National Conference is perceived 
as one of the must attend key strategic 
events within the Skills and Employability sector calendar and we strive to create a 
memorable and positive experience for all attendees.  Open to both AELP members 
and non-members the conference delivers a packed programme over two full days 
and delivers a great line up of high-level and knowledgeable speakers from across 
the sector, whether on the main platform or within the 28 workshops on offer to all.

Details

This popular annual conference 
attracts over 600 attendees per 
day and provides sponsors and 
exhibitors with a great opportunity 
to create brand awareness, launch 
new products/services or simply to 
network with new and/or existing 
customers.

Align your organisation with AELP, 
a trusted national stakeholder and: 

 » Engage with an audience of over 600 
attendees per day from the skills and 
employability sector

 » Promote your organisation and 
strengthen your market position 

 » Foster long term contacts with AELP 
member organisations and key 
personnel from the sector

 » Gain from the unparalleled networking 
opportunities

 » Benefit from the communication 
channels/links to learning providers 
and stakeholders within the skills and 
employability sector

 » Choose from three size options of 
exhibition space in our custom-built 
exhibition hall

Sponsor Package

Our comprehensive range of 
sponsorship packages are designed 
to meet differing needs and 
budgets.

Headline Sponsor SOLD

Second Tier Sponsor
£18,000 + VAT

Workshops Sponsor
£5,250 + VAT

Voting Sponsor
£3,995 + VAT

Conference App Sponsor
£6,995 + VAT

Conference Registration Sponsor
£5,000 + VAT

Pre-Dinner Drinks Reception Sponsor
£5,500 + VAT

Gala Dinner Sponsor
£7,500 + VAT

Gala Dinner Wine Sponsor
£2,495 + VAT

Gala Dinner Entertainment
£2,495 + VAT

Conference Chair Drop
£1,500 + VAT

Conference App Advert (not exclusive)
£795.00 + VAT
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Feedback From Previous Conferences

“Really enjoyed it and nice to meet everyone. Really good 
choice of theme. Food was good quality”.

“Only able to attend one day, very informative and good networking - 
visited all the stands and found them all very useful”.

“Overall, good informative conference”.

“Another great conference, well done all of the team! It is great to spend 
two days getting caught up on policy updates, exploring best practice and 
engaging colleagues across the sector”.

“Very useful and informative day”.

“I found day 1 to have very high-quality speakers and exhibitors and 
the professionalism of AELP staff was excellent.  A very well worth while 
conference and I will recommend on to others in my network”.

“Very good day, providing some new information and reinforcing key aspects”.

“My first experience of this event - was good. Conference was ran extremely well”. 

“Good balance of speakers and subjects”.

“Well organised conference in response to a very important area of work”.

Exhibitor Packages

£2,995 + VAT – Option A
£2,695 + VAT – Option B

Includes: 

 » Dedicated exhibition ONLY time on both mornings of the conference

 » Shell scheme exhibition area consisting of individual ‘booths’ in white and featuring 
each exhibitor’s name on a header panel

 » Choice of exhibitor booth size/cost:

 » Option A:  4m x 2.5m or,

 » Option B:  3m x 2.5m

 » Booth options e.g. ‘closed’ or ‘corner’ - open on two sides (subject to availability)
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AELP Autumn Conference

The Autumn Conference is another 
annual AELP event though it differs 
from the Spring Conference as a 
plenary based only conference.  A top 
line-up of speakers is assured from Government. 

Details

The AELP Autumn Conference always looks to support providers in tackling 
the immediate issues that affect their capacity to deliver excellent results for 
employers and learners.

The conference is for all those working in post 16 education, skills and training. All 
training providers, colleges, policy makers and consultants who want to keep their 
competitive advantage by finding out the latest developments in the sector should 
attend.

The conference regularly attracts around 250 attendees and the delegate profile is 
primarily senior managers which includes; Chairs, Chief Executives, Managing Directors 
and other senior executives from:

 » Awarding organisations

 » Third Sector and Voluntary Sector Providers

 » Sector Skills Councils/Sector Bodies

 » FE Colleges

 » National Stakeholder organisations

 » Group Training Association Providers

 » Regional/Local Provider Networks

 » Government Departments/Executive Agencies

 » DWP Funded Providers  

 » Employers

 » County Councils/Local Authorities

 » Membership organisations

 » Press Agencies

Autumn  
ConferenceAutumn  

Conference
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Packages

The AELP Autumn Conference offers sponsorship and exhibitor opportunities for 
organisations wishing to promote new products and/or services, increase brand 
recognition, engage with existing customers or just to network with learning 
providers operating within the employability and learning and skills sectors.

Sponsorship

Headline Sponsor - City & Guilds SOLD

Conference App Sponsor
£4,995 + VAT

Conference Registration Sponsor
£3,500 + VAT

Conference Chair Drop
£695.00 + VAT

Conference App Advert (not exclusive)
£495.00 + VAT

Exhibitor Opportunities

£1,150.00 + VAT

AELP Associate members receive a 10% discount to exhibit and our Patrons benefit 
from a 15% discount.

Includes: 

 » 3x3 exhibition stand space (please note: this is not 3m in length - space is suitable for a 
3x3 panel pop up display only) 

 » 2 x stand contacts

 » Provision of furniture (table and 2 chairs) access to power and wi-fi

 » Complimentary access to the conference

 » Exhibitor profile on the Autumn Conference website with a hyperlink to your homepage

Often sold out, the Autumn Conference exhibition has limited spaces which are 
offered on a first come, first served-basis.



14.

AELP Research

AELP has built its research and development capability 
over the last few years and now boasts a dedicated 
team of professional researchers and analysts to support 
our activities, our policies and our engagement with members.

Details

AELP Research provides research for the Further Education and Skills Sector 
in England. We undertake a diverse range of projects, all of which are in the 
interests of the wider sector and contribute to business intelligence and to 
enhancing the quality of current policy developments.

As the leading trade association for vocational learning and employment providers in 
Britain, we are uniquely positioned to work with training providers and have excellent 
routes to departmental decision-making. 

The growing research team at AELP brings together specialisms in policy, practice, 
research methods and project management to deliver bespoke studies to meet the 
needs of your business, the sector, policy-makers, stakeholders and employers. 

We work in a number of ways:

 » Identify current policy-related evidence 
needs 

 » Co-design research projects with partners 

 » Initiate our own research programme

 » Regularly consult with over 860+ AELP 
member organisations 

 » Respond to tenders, often in partnership 

 » Promote sector research via the AELP 
contact database

 » Draw on our nationally renowned sector 
experts

Our core research capabilities include: 

 » Quick online surveys

 » Expert round-tables

 » Market research

 » Scenario analysis/planning

 » Desk-based data and document analysis 

re
se

ar
ch

Our Research Fields

 »  Apprenticeships: Standards, EPA, Levy, 
Participation and more

 »  Technical Education (T Levels)

 »  Social Mobility

 »  Information, Advice and Guidance

 »  FE Practice and Leadership

 »  Employment Support

 »  Employer Engagement

 »  Digital

 »  Mental Health

 »  Brexit Implications

 »  Traineeships

 »  Functional Skills

 »  FE Workforce Development

 »  Learners with Learning Difficulties and/
or Disabilities
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Our Activities 

AELP investigates wider areas of key interest to the sector and only ever works 
on research that will benefit and support the work of our members, ensuring 
we keep our focus directly on matters that are of most importance to all those 
delivering learning and skills provision, enabling us to constantly support 
our proposals with relevant and timely information.  For example, in 2017 we 
undertook two major pieces of research:

Impact of the levy on Apprenticeship recruitment

We worked with the Warwick Institute for Employment Research, alongside IFF 
Research to survey 200 employers and 75 providers regarding their plans for 
Apprenticeship recruitment over the next twelve months with the advent of the 
levy. The report was published in June 2017 and produced the first hard evidence 
of the likelihood of a reduction by employers in Apprenticeship recruitment 
numbers affecting (in particular) opportunities for young people at Level 2 – in direct 
contradiction to government policy intent. 

English/maths costs survey 

Given the emphasis on the delivery of maths and English provision in the post-
compulsory phase, we undertook a large survey of AELP members in Spring 2017 
to ascertain more detail about the costs of delivery in these areas, and whether 
current funding levels were sustainable. We found evidence that delivery of Level 
2 qualifications and above at the current standalone price generated increasingly 
significant losses, which could have significant implications on the shape and funding 
of these areas in future.

Example Research Services

We have a range of research services 
available to your organisation. Examples 
include:

Survey the sector 

Design, programme, distribute, project 
manage, report and communicate 
findings for impact. 

Cost @ £3,000 to £8,000 + VAT depending 
on complexity

Get the expert view 

Round table discussions

Cost from £2,100 + VAT per event

Market research

Bespoke quantitative or qualitative 
projects to understand current and 
future education and training markets 

Cost from £1,000 + VAT

Data and documentary analysis

Dataset combining, and analysis by 
sector or geographic area for economic 
impact, market sizing and opportunity 

Cost from £300-£600 + VAT per day

Research consultancy

Research methods, questionnaire 
reviews, online survey programming, 
adding impact messaging to your own 
data/findings

Cost from £250 + VAT per day
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Areas for Future Research

Plans for this year are already 
well advanced with major pieces 
planned on T-level implementation, 
and models of leadership. We are 
continually expanding our areas of 
research and would be interested to 
hear from you if you would like to 
support us in any of these areas:

 » Apprenticeship Levy

 » Impact of the Levy on Apprenticeship 
Recruitment – follow-up

 » Alternative Recruitment Strategies

 » Socio-economic disadvantage of ITP 
Cohorts

 » Relative costs of disadvantage

 » Functional Skills

 » Addressing socio-economic 
disadvantage

 » Traineeships

 » Brexit implications

 » Technical and Professional Education

 » Mental Health issues

 » Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities

 » Provision for SEND/LLDD Learners

 » AELP Member Survey 2018

Much of this work will not go forward 
without the support and co-operation of 
providers and stakeholders right across 
the sector.  If you have engaged with us 
so far – thank you - if not, we hope you 
will and that the above has given you a 
taste of the important areas of work we 
intend to focus on over the next couple 
of years.

Interested?

If you would like to see more detailed 
examples of our previous research 
projects, jointly bid for projects up 
for competitive tender, sponsor or 
partner us in any of our planned 2018-
2019 research plans or simply wish to 
discuss your own requirements, please 
contact:

Paul Warner

AELP Director of Research and 
Development
Telephone: 07904 931479
Email: pwarner@aelp.org.uk

Cath Gladding

AELP Research Manager
Telephone: 07891 198037
Email: cgladding@aelp.org.uk
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About AELP

The Association of Employment and Learning Providers (AELP) nationally 
represents the interests of 900+ organisations delivering apprenticeships, 
employability support and other vocational learning.

We lobby on behalf of our members to Government departments and agencies involved in 
funded skills and back to work programmes. Members of the Association of Employment and 
Learning Providers (AELP) support employers in the delivery of over 75% of apprenticeships in 
England and they deliver other publicly funded skills and employment programmes. 

The majority of AELP’s 860+ members are independent private, not-for-profit and voluntary 
sector training and employment services organisations with employers, universities, FE 
colleges, schools and end point assessment organisations joining AELP in increasing numbers.

Contact

Association of Employment and Learning Providers

2nd Floor
9 Apex Court
Woodlands
Bradley Stoke
Bristol
BS32 4JT

Telephone: 0117 986 5389 
Email: enquiries@aelp.org.uk
Website: www.aelp.org.uk
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