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Accountability: publishing headline performance measures 
on school and college websites 
 
Summary 
AELP agrees that the headline measures should be presented in a standard way as transparency of 
information is a key ingredient of informed choice.  We believe that these proposals should be 
extended to include independent providers or their provision will come to be seen as somehow 
second class. 
 

Introduction 
The Association of Employment and Learning Providers (AELP) represents the interests of a range of 
organisations delivering vocational learning and employment and employability support.  The 
majority of our 650+ member organisations are independent providers (from both the private and 
the third sectors) holding contracts with the Skills Funding Agency, with many also delivering 
Department for Education (Education Funding Agency) and Department of Work and Pensions 
funded provision.  In addition to these we have a number of colleges in membership, as well as non-
delivery organisations such as Sector Skills Councils and awarding bodies as Associate Members, 
which means that AELP offers a well rounded and comprehensive perspective and insight on matters 
relating to its remit.  

Background 
Recent reforms to the accountability system require schools and 16-19 providers to make headline 
measures available on their websites in a standard format so they are easy to interpret and allow 
parents to compare different institutions.  The DfE wants the performance information to be found 
on the front page of every school and college website, presented in a consistent way.  This 
consultation seeks views on the Department for Education’s (DfE’s) please to develop a data 
application that will contain headline measures in a standard format which schools and colleges will 
be required to download.     

Comments on the proposals 
The consultation proposes that schools and colleges will be required to download a data application 
onto the homepage of their websites that would update all performance information automatically 
each year and sets out a range of suggested headline performance measures.  It also proposes there 
should be a standard presentation giving a visual presentation of where the school or college is 
positioned in relation to other providers against that measure. 

AELP agrees that the headline measures should be presented in a standard way and that a visual 
presentation of the data would aid understanding by parents and students.  

We are concerned however, that the proposals only relate to schools and colleges and will not apply 
to the many independent providers who also deliver what is termed classroom based provision in 
addition to the work based learning (WBL) they are perhaps better known for delivering.  AELP has 
always argued for providers of all types to operate on a ‘level playing field’, whenever possible 
subject to the same systems and processes, and do not understand therefore why these proposals, 
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that are designed to drive up performance across the system, exclude these increasingly important 
players in the delivery of classroom based learning.  It seems to suggest that the Government does 
not feel the need to ensure comparability of performance data between schools/colleges and 
providers operating in the independent sector and there is a danger that as a result independent 
provision will end up being perceived as in some way ‘second class’.   

Work based learning provision, whether delivered by schools/colleges or independent training 
providers, is different however and must be recognised as such.  WBL does not rely solely on 
qualification attainment as a measure of success, but also involves the achievement of a job or 
completion of a work experience placement and performance measures for WBL need to be 
developed that can be applied equally to colleges and independent providers.  Any measures for 
WBL provision will also need to accommodate the new standards currently being developed by the 
Apprenticeship Trailblazers.  
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